
Programme 
 

10.00-10.30 
Registration and refreshments in the Bookshop Gallery  
 

10.30-10.40 
Welcome from Sandy Nairne, Director of the National  
Portrait Gallery  
 

Morning session: Research and investigation 
Chaired by Dr Rosalind Polly Blakesley, Senior Lecturer in 
History of Art, University of Cambridge  
 

10.40-11.10  
Alexandra Gent, Paintings Conservator, Wallace Collection 
Reynolds Research Project 
The Wallace Collection Reynolds Research Project 
An introduction to this three year project funded by The Paul 
Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art. A collaboration  
between the Wallace Collection and the National Gallery, its 
purpose is to investigate the techniques and materials used 
by Reynolds through examining the twelve paintings in the 
Wallace Collection. The results will also inform conservation 
treatment of some of the pictures. 
 

11.10-11.40  
Lynda McLeod, Librarian, Christie's Archives  
Provenance Research: putting you in the picture 
This paper aims to highlight the various resources consulted 
by Christie’s Archives to carry out successful portrait  
research.  
 

11.40-12.10  
Dr Tarnya Cooper, Chief Curator and Curator of Sixteenth 
Century Collections, National Portrait Gallery 
The research model for the Making Art in Tudor Britain  
programme 
A look at the structure of this major seven-year project, led by 
the NPG in collaboration with a team of international experts, 
conservators, academics and art historians.  
 

12.10-12.40 
Chaired panel discussion with the morning’s speakers  
 

° ° ° ° 

12.40-14.00 
Lunch in the Education Studio (provided for all delegates)  
 

13.30-14.00 (optional) 
NPG exhibition/display tours of: The First Actresses: Nell Gwyn 
to Sarah Siddons exhibition with Dr Lucy Peltz, Curator of 
18th Century Collections, and Rosie Wilson,  
Exhibitions Manager (Wolfson Gallery) 
or 

Chasing Mirrors, a creative participation project, with  
Louise Lamming, Participation Project Manager (Education 
Gallery). 
Sign up to a tour at time of booking; limited space on both. 
 

° ° ° ° 

Afternoon Session: New interpretations within British  
collections  
Chaired by Dr Maria Balshaw, Director of the Whitworth Art 
Gallery and Manchester City Galleries  
 

14.10-14.40  
Jane Won, Curator, De La Warr Pavilion   
Moving Portraits 
A case study of the recent exhibition, Moving Portraits, which 
focused on the last 60 years of artist’s film and video  
portraits. Artists including Margaret Tait, Richard Billingham,  
Gilbert & George, Willie Doherty, and Duncan Campbell.  
 

14.40-15.10  
Moira Walters, Learning Programmer, Compton Verney  
What the Folk Say 
An intervention by contemporary artists who selected art 
works from the Folk Art collection to place within the British 
Portraits gallery at Compton Verney.  
 

15.10-15.40 
Refreshments in the Education Studio  
 

15.40-16.10  
Dr Lara Perry, Senior Lecturer, School of Humanities,  
University of Brighton 
Wearing it lightly? Writers, writing and the educated woman 
in nineteenth century portraiture Women's education carried 
a particular cultural value forward from the eighteenth cen-
tury and into the nineteenth, although not unproblematically. 
This talk will explore the conventions of portraying 'educated 
women' in the context of women's status and work in the 
nineteenth century, and the consequent complexities of  
interpreting portraits of women writing and writing women.  
 

16.10-16.40  
Giles Waterfield, Associate Lecturer, Courtauld Institute of 
Art and Director, Royal Collection Studies  
Telling the Island Story 
The role of portraiture in the international exhibition in  
Victorian Britain  
 

16.40-17.10  
Chaired panel discussion with the afternoon’s speakers.  
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